
 
 

Pronoun Agreement 

 

1. Hannah is the type of student whom I admire greatly. No error 

                           A  B                  C           D                       E 

       

2. The most recent poll concluded that health care workers in the western United States feel that  

                                                                                                                                          A 

his or her job opportunities will be good over the next ten years. No error 

     B                                       C                  D                                     E 

 

3. Last year, when Jim’s cousins came to visit, Jim took them to the circus and invited Carol and I  

                                                              A                         B                                                         C 

along with them. No error 

                    D          E 

 

4. Pediatricians are responsible not for their patient’s physical health but also their emotional well-

being. 

 

(A) not only for their patient’s physical health but also their emotional well-being 

(B) not only for their patient’s physical health but also his emotional well-being 

(C) for both their patients’ physical health and their emotional well-being  

(D) for both their patient’s physical health and his emotional well-being  

(E) for both the physical health and emotional well-being of their patients 

 

5. The most recent political poll of registered voters indicate that most voters are still unsure which 

candidate they will support on election day. 

 

(A) indicate that most voters are still unsure which candidate they will support on election 

day 

(B) indicates that most voters are still unsure which candidate they will support on election 

day 

(C) indicates that most voters are still unsure which candidate one will support on election 

day 

(D) indicates that most voters are as of yet not sure which candidate they will support on 

election day 

(E) indicates that most voters are unsure which candidate will be supported by them on 

election day 

   

 

  



Answers and Explanations 

 

1. The correct answer is E. If you chose choice C, remember that whom is used for direct objects, 

objects of prepositions and indirect objects. In this case, whom is the direct object of I admire.  

 

2. The correct answer is B. You cannot use the singular pronouns his or her to replace the plural 

noun health care workers. The correct possessive pronoun would be their.  

 

3. The correct answer is C. This one is made a bit trickier by including Carol in the invitation. If 

you cross out Carol, the error is easier to see. You need the direct object pronoun, me, instead of 

the subjective object pronoun, I. The pronoun them is correct because it replaces a plural noun 

(cousins). 

 

4. The correct answer is E. The issues here are both pronoun agreement and clarity. Presumably, 

pediatricians do not all share the same patient, so patient must be plural. This eliminates choices 

A, B and D, all of which refer to a single patient. In addition, in choice A, a single patient is 

incorrectly paired with their (“their emotional well-being”) making it seem as if it’s the 

pediatrician’s emotional well-being under discussion. We are left with choices C and E, and 

choice E is the better answer. Choice C leaves some ambiguity as to whether the sentence is 

discussing the pediatricians’ or the patients’ emotional well-being. Choice E clears this up by 

rephrasing the sentence. 

 

5. The correct answer is B. The primary issue here is one of subject/verb agreement. The subject of 

this sentence is the poll. Since poll is singular, the verb it is paired with (indicate) must also be 

singular. And, unfortunately, it is not. This eliminates choice A. Since the remaining choices all 

fix this error, you must examine them more closely. Choice B looks good, but since the correct 

choice will be the best choice, we must look for errors in the others before making our final 

decision. Choice C uses the pronoun one to refer to most voters. This is incorrect. Choice D 

introduces unnecessary wordiness (“are as of yet not sure”).  Finally, choice E introduces passive 

voice (“will be supported by them”). Thus, choice B is indeed the correct response. 


