
 

 
Modifiers 

 

1. Knocking over the trashcan, debris flew everywhere.  

 

(A) trashcan, debris flew everywhere 

(B) trashcan I caused debris to fly everywhere 

(C) trashcan caused debris to fly everywhere 

(D) trashcan is what caused debris to fly everywhere 

(E) trashcan resulted in the fact that debris flew everywhere 

 

2. Completing a navigable water route between the Atlantic Ocean and the Great Lakes, the Erie 

Canal is a remarkable feat of engineering. 

  

(A) the Erie Canal is a remarkable feat of engineering 

(B) the Erie Canal is a remarkable example of an engineering feat 

(C) a remarkable feat of modern engineering is the Erie Canal 

(D) a remarkable feat of modern engineering, the Erie Canal, is in existence 

(E) modern engineering has the Erie Canal as a remarkable feat 

  

3. Hiking the trail, the barking dogs scared me. 

  

(A) Hiking the trail 

(B) As the trail was hiked 

(C) As I hiked the trail 

(D) As the trail was hiked by me 

(E) I hiked the trail 

 

4. People who exercise rarely are overweight. 

 

(A) People who exercise rarely are overweight 

(B) People who exercise infrequently are overweight 

(C) Rarely, people who exercise are overweight 

(D) People who exercise are rarely overweight 

(E) It is rare that people who exercise are overweight 

  

 

  



Answers and Explanations 

 

1. The correct choice is C. With choice A, knocking over the trashcan modifies debris which 

doesn’t make sense. Choice B would work if it had a comma after the introductory phrase. 

Choices D and E are unnecessarily wordy. 

 

2. The correct choice is A. Everything that comes before the comma modifies what comes after it, 

so you can ask yourself what completes a navigable water route… It should be clear that it’s the 

Erie Canal. Choices C, D and E all have something else coming after the comma, making them 

incorrect. Choice B is unnecessarily wordy. Choice A is grammatically correct as well as 

stylistically clear and concise. 

 

3. The correct choice is C. The sentence, as it was written in the question stem, implies that the 

barking dogs were hiking the trail when they scared me. This doesn’t make a lot of sense. Since 

the first part of the sentence (the modifying phrase) is what we can change, we need to add a 

subject (I) to eliminate the problem. Thus, we can eliminate choices A and B. Choice D is passive 

and awkward. Choice E would require different punctuation and changes the overall meaning of 

the sentence slightly. Choice C is the only option remaining. 

 

4. The correct choice is…who knows? Actually, you’ll never get a question like this on the SAT 

because more than one of these answers could be right. There is a problem with the sentence as it 

appears in the question stem. Simply put, it is unclear what the modifier rarely is modifying. Is it 

exercise or overweight? Is the sentence trying to say that people who rarely exercise are more 

likely to be overweight? Or is it trying to say that people who exercise are seldom overweight? 

Again, we want to reiterate that a modifier must clearly refer to that which it modifies.  If we 

don’t know, we can’t determine the best response. Choices C, D and E could all be correct. And, 

as we stated above, you’ll never get a question which could have more than one credited 

response.   

  


