
 
 

Sentence Completions 

 

1. I would rather have a boss who is ___ than one who ___ all the time.  

 

(A) generous . . . bequeaths 

(B) irascible . . . argues 

(C) consistent . . . vacillates  

(D) garrulous . . . talks 

(E) nostalgic . . . reminisces  

 

2. Even though our principal can’t ___ senior pranks, he usually ___ them.  

 

(A) sanction . . . condones  

(B) elucidate . . . clarifies  

(C) vindicate . . . criticizes  

(D) thwart . . . foils  

(E) revere . . . acclaims  

 

3. Although we never have any extra money, we are by no means ___.  

 

(A) affluent  

(B) indigent 

(C) rejuvenated 

(D) altruistic  

(E) optimistic  

 

4. I trained ___ for the race, but my energy still ___ in the last mile.  

 

(A) arduously . . . intensified 

(B) resolutely . . . aggrandized 

(C) lackadaisically . . . atrophied 

(D) casually . . . waned 

(E) diligently . . . flagged  

 

5. Many people criticize Jackson’s poetry; I must agree that it is rather ___.  

 

(A) eloquent 

(B) demiurgic 

(C) pedestrian 

(D) picturesque 

(E) aesthetic  

  



 

6. Even when I disagree with my parents’ rules, I find it’s wise to ___.  

 

(A) chastise  

(B) digress 

(C) augment 

(D) acquiesce 

(E) amass  

 

7. Austin’s ideas were usually fabulous even if they were a little ___.  

 

(A) quixotic 

(B) mundane  

(C) legitimate 

(D) heinous  

(E) prodigious  

 

8. A more ___ ruler would have made an effort to ___ the suffering of his people.  

 

(A) formidable . . . relieve  

(B) benevolent . . . alleviate  

(C) kind-hearted . . . burgeon  

(D) apathetic . . . assuage 

(E) magnanimous . . . augment  

 

 

  



Answers and Explanations 

 

1. The correct answer is C. The words rather and than suggest that we’re looking for opposites. 

All of the answer choices in this set are synonyms except for consistent and vacillates (or changes 

from one opinion to another).  

 

2. The correct answer is A. He can’t approve senior pranks, but he does overlook them. Even 

though suggests that we’re looking for words that are opposites or nearly opposites. Choices B, 

D, and E do not contain opposites. Choice C doesn’t work because a prank can’t be vindicated, or 

proven innocent. 

 

3. The correct answer is B. The word although suggests that we’re looking for a word that means 

the opposite of never having any extra money (having lots!). Watch out for the two negative 

words, though (never and no). Although we don’t have extra, we are not poor, or indigent.  

 

4. The correct answer is E. The word but signals a contrast. I trained hard (diligently), but my 

energy ran out (flagged) anyway. Remember that the test writers like to use familiar words (like 

flag) in unfamiliar ways.  

 

5. The correct answer is C. Because I agree, we’re looking for a word that criticizes the poetry. 

Pedestrian, another familiar word used in an unfamiliar way, means dull or ordinary.  

 

6. The correct answer is D. This sentence calls for an opposite or near opposite of disagree. Even 

when I don’t agree, I still give in, or acquiesce.  

 

7. The correct answer is A. Again, even if shows contrast, but the word little suggests that we’re 

not looking for an antonym of fabulous. Austin’s ideas may be fabulous, but they’re extremely 

idealistic, or quixotic.  

 

8. The correct answer is B. This sentence calls for a cause-and-effect relationship. A benevolent 

(or generous and charitable) ruler would alleviate (or lessen) suffering. The other answer choices 

don’t show a logical cause-and-effect relationship.  

 

 


